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ISAIAH, xxx vii Chap. 34, 35 Ver. 


By the Way that he came, by the ſame 
ſhall he return, and ſhall not come 
into this City, ſaith the Lord; for I 
will defend this City to ſave it, for 
mine own Sake, and for my Servant 
David's Sake. 


HESE Words are a Part of 
that very comfortable An- 
ſwer, which was by God's 
Appointment, deliverd by 
his Prophet to good King Hezekiah; 
when he and his People were threatned 
with utter Ruin and Deſtruction by the 
powerful and inſolent Scnacherib, King 
of Mria. He was a Prince, who, had 
; | B thi 
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this in common with all Conquerors, that 
he was feared rather than loved by his 
own Subjects, whilſt he was the Terror 
and Dread of all his Neighbours. His 
Ambition and Thirſt of Power were ſo 
enormous and ungovernable, that his o- 
ther Paſſions were almoſt wholly abſorbd 
by theſe, which continually puſh'd him 
on to undertake Enterpriſes of Moment, 
without giving himſelf the Trouble of 
examining whether they were or were 
not juſtifiable by the Laws of Nature 
and Nations; having determin'd with 
himſelf once for all, and in order to cut 
off every Objection to his Conduct, that 
any Method which tended to advance his 
Ends was right, and ought conſequently 
to be perſued. The moſt ſolemn Trea- 
tics loſt all their Force and Validity, 
when they no longer anſwer'd his Pur- 
poſes, and when he found he could vio- 
late them without Hazard or Inconve- 

| zlaience. 
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nience. By theſe vile and perfidious 
Meaſures, tis probable he for ſome time 
lull'd his Neighbours into a State of Se. 
curity and Indolence, till falling upon 
them one by one, as Opportunity ſerv'd, 
and under various and frivolous Pretences, 
he brought ſeveral neighbouring Kings 
and Nations (who found they could no 
longer ſupport themſelves againſt him) 
to ſubmit to his Yoke, and become his 
Tributaries and Dependants. Fluſh'd 
with ſuch repeated Succeſs, and hurried 
on by the Paſſions above deſcrib'd, no 
wonder he at length fix d his Eyes on 

the delightful Land of Canaan, which 
flouriſhed at that time in a particular 
Manner under the pious and wile Go- 
| vernment of a juſt Prince, who made the 
Welfare of his People his Study, and 


their Intereſts and Advancement his Glory 


and Delight. The haughty Senacherib 
was not ſo unacquainted with the Hiſtory 
„ af 
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645 
of this People not to know how often 
and miraculouſly God had interpoſed his 
Power to fave them from Deſtruction; 
but, vainly imagining that the Taſk of 
ſubduing them was reſerv'd for himſelf, 
he adviſes the Fews by his Ambaſſador, 
(for the falling upon a State, without 
giving a previous Notice of it was leſt 
to be practiſed by the abler and more re- 
fined Politicians of our Times) he ad visd 
them, I ſay, no longer to put their 
Truſt and Confidence in their God; art- 
fully inſinuating to them how ineffectual 
ſuch Kind of Applications had been ſor 
the Deliverance of the many Nations he 
had already ſubdued. He did not, or at 
leaſt would not, make the due Difference 
and Diſti nction betwixt the God of the 
Hebrews and the mock Deities of Ido- 
latrous Countries, but confounding them 
together, he cries out with unparallel'd 


Arrogance and Impiety, Where are the 
Gods 


tf) 
Gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are 


the Gods of Sepharvaim ? And have they | 5 
delivered Samaria out of my Hand ? Who 1 
are they amonaſt all the Gods of the "a 
Lands, that have delivered their Land | | be 
out of my Hand, that the Lord ſhould de- * J 
trver Jeruſalem ! . | þ | 

But before he made uſe of theſe threat- | bs | 
ning Speeches and vaunting Expreſſions, ® ? 


his crafty Ambaſſador Rabſbakeh con- 
triv'd to ſooth the Fews with ſmooth 


Language and conformable Softneſs, en- + i 
deayouring thereby to corrupt their * 
Minds, and induce them to renounce 5 j 
their Faith and Allegiance to their law- 4 
ful Prince; by aſſuring them, that if they 1 
would not liſten to the Sayings of He- * 
Se liah, but make an Agreement with a 3 
him, and accompany it with a ſuitable 2M 
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Preſent or Tribute, every one of them 
might continue peaceably and unmoleſted 


to 
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8 2 
to eat the Fruits of bis own Vine and 
Fig-tree, and drink the Waters of his 
own Ciſtern. They however were not 
ſo little acquainted with the Character 
and Genius of his Maſter, as to ſuffer 
themſelves to be ſurpriz'd by, or to give 
the leaſt Countenance and Encouragement 
to his deluſive Promiſes and Proffers, but 
very judicioufly determined, (according to 
the Command of their wiſe King to an- 
ſwer him never a Word; they were too 
well accuſtomed to the Sweets of Liberty 
and Affluence, to think of parting with 
them upon ſuch eaſy Terms, as well as too 
prudent to exaſperate a Tyrant, (who 
ſtuck at nothing to fatisfy his Revenge) 
by inſulting his Embaſſy. 


A Meſlage fo unexpected (for the ſacred 
Hiſtorian does not inform us, that it was 
the Reſult of any given Provocation) ac- 
companied with the traiterous Deſign of 

alienating 


19 

alienating his Subjects from him, juſtly 
alarm d the good King and his faith- 
fal Miniſters, who very piouſly had Re- 
courſe to their God in this preſſing Emer- 
gency ; tho' *tis not to be doubted, but 
they took all other neceſſary Precautions, 
and ſuch as Prudence and the Rules of Self- 
Preſervation could dictate, which muſt 
however have proved ineffectual, had not 
God ſuccourd them with his own Al- 
mighty Hand ; who, in order to ſhew 
this aſpiring Monarch the Emptineſs and 
Blaſphemy of all his Boaſts, flew a vaſt 
Multitude of that numerous Hoſt with. 
out any human Help, in which he ſo 
yainly confided ; with which exemplary 
Vengeance he was ſo much ſurpriſed and 
terrified, that he fled precipitately into 
his own Country, by the Way he came, 
towards Jeruſalem, as the Prophet had 
forctold ; leaying his pernicious Deſigns 

incompleat 
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. 
incompleat, and for a laſting Monument 
of his diſappointed Ambition. 


Notwithſtanding the Reverence and 
Reſpe& which is due to the Perſons and 
Characters of even bad Princes, ſince tis 
by God's Appointment that Kings reign, 
and that they anſwer the ſeveral Pur- 
poſes and Diſpenſations of his juſt and 
wiſe Providence; yet the late Conduct 
of a neighbouring Power ſo nearly re- 
ſembles, if not exceeds, this famous Origi- 
nal of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, that I can- 
not but embrace and purſue a Compariſon 
1o little ſtrained and natural; ſince, like 
the aſpiring Monarch deſcrib'd, his ex- 
tenſive and deſtructive Politicks have 
been the Plague and Vexation, and have 
made thoſe very Dominions (to which 
he had plighted his Faith repeatedly, and 
by the moſt ſolemn ſacred Ties) the mi- 
ſerable Stage of Horror and Deyaſtation, 

of 


CLP" 


of Barbarity and Bloodſhed, Nay, he 
has even outdone the odious Pattern be- 
fore us, ſince tis notorious to the whole 
World that he lately attempted to invade 
this Nation in a perfidious and unparal- 
leld Manner; whilſt the Treaties be- 
tween the two Nations were yet uncan- 
cell'd, and without the previous Declara- 
tions, which are given by the moſt bar- 
barous and unciviliz'd Princes before they 
actually commence War, and is now again 
openly and avowedly diſturbing the 
Peace of our Trae, under the frivolous 
and long-exploded Pretext of reinſtating 
the ſuppoſed (and at the beſt the uncer- 
tain) Deſcendant of an abdicated and ab- 
jur'd Prince to the Crown of theſe King- 
| doms. A Pretence, which he only makes 
uſe of to conceal his ſelf-intereſted Views, 
and in order to ſurprize and ſubdue a 
People, which to his infinite Regret and 
Diſappointment have long been the in- 

C ſurmountable 


( 10 ) 


ſarmountable, and (underGod) the per- 
haps only effectual Bar to his Aſpirings. 


'T would be preſumptuous to pretend 

to divè into the Secrets of Providence, or 
unravel its Myſteries; but if we may 
judge from the manifeſt Infatuation and 
Diviſions, which already appear amongſt 
our rebellious and apoſtate Brethren, and 
that Unanimity and Spirit, which, to the 
Honour of Engliſhmen, ſo univerſally 
prevails amongſt our ſelves in the juſt 
Support and Defence of our holy Reli- 
gion, our good King, and our native 
Country, we may be bold to ſay, that 
God has already eſpous'd our Cauſe, and 
declard himſelf in our Favour, and we 
may have good grounds to hope, that the 
Fury of the threatned and impending 
Storm is already conſiderably abated, and 
that with regard to England in particular 
God will not fail to ſuccour it in this 
Emergency 


1 51 
Emergency for his own Sake, and for 
the Sake of his Servant, that great and 
Juſt Prince -whom he has in Mercy or- 
dain'd to rule over us; and that too in 
ſo ſingular a manner, as to make the 
Forger of our intended Chains aſhamed 
of his wicked Projects, and the abuſed 
Inſtrument of his Ambition, ſic K of his 
Dream of Power, and glad to ſecure his 
Perſon from the juſt Reſentment of an 
exaſperated People, by taking Refuge 
once more in thoſe arbitrary Courts 
where Liberty is nothing but an empty 
Name, and where Religion is a meer 
Grimace and Foppery, and where he may 
have Leiſure and frequent Opportunities 
of ſeeing the Principles of that Govern- 
ment and the Maxims of State he has ſo 
early imbib'd, practis d in their utmoſt 
and moſt unlimited Extent ; for, ſurely 
oy the May that he came, by the ſame 
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ſhall he return, and ſhall not come into 
this Land to deſtroy it, ſaith the Lord. 


The Reaſons of theſe ſanguine, and [ 
hope we ſhall ſhortly have good cauſe 
to add, very juſt Expectations, will beſt 
appear by giving you a ſhort and faithful 
Draught of thoſe remarkable Deliverances 
from the many Evils which have fo fre- 
quently endangered, and which have 
ſometimes been permitted, as the deſery'd 
Puniſhments of a national Corruption, to 
diſtreſs our Religion and Liberties, 


It would be both tedious and alto- 
gether foreign to my preſent Purpoſe, to 
take up any Part of our Time, in relating 
any Events which preceded that ever 
happy and memorable One, which freed 
this Nation from the heavy and uneaſy 
Yoke of a Supremacy, which the Popes 
(fach were the miſerable Conſequences of 
implicit 


3 
implicit Faith and blind Obedience) had 
exercis'd over the Princes and People of 
this Land with intolerable Pride, merci- 
leſs Cruelty, and uncontroul'd Authority 
for ſome Ages. This bold (and as Affairs 
then ſtood) very arduous and doubtful 
Attempt, was undertaken and compleated 
by Henry the Eighth, who was the grand 
Inſtrument in God's Hand, who firſt o- 
pened the Eyes of a deluded People, and 
pav'd the Way for that thorough Refor- 
mation, not only in Civil but Religious 
Concerns, which his worthy Son and Suc- 
ceſlor Edward the Sixth brought about. 
A Prince, whoſe great Piety and Diſcre- 
tion at a Period of Life, when ſerious 
and religious Concerns are too often oyer- 
look'd and neglected, made him the 
Wonder and Admiration of the Age! A 
Prince, whoſe Memory will always be 
dear and valuable to every free-born Eug- 


liſbman, and whole untimely Fate will 
ſerve 
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( 14 ) 
ſerve to confirm every true Proteſtant in 
a juſt Diſtaſte and Abhorrence of a Com- 
munion, which was not aſham'd (in order 
to regain his long uſurp'd and abus 
Power) to cloſe the Dawns of this glo- 


rious Reign by the Help of ſubtle and 
deſtructive Poiſon ! 


How viſibly God conduct ed this firſt 
and material Step towards the Reſorma- 
tion that preſently follow'd, may be ga- 
ther'd, by confidering the Genius and 
Diſpoſitions of that Prince, who under- 
took to deprive the Popes of their 
thitherto arbitrary and tyrannous Sway; 
this Proceeding was the more remarkable 
in him, ſince (notwithſtanding the op- 
probrious Language with which he was 
then, and his Memory is ſtill loaded with 
by the Papiſts) he continued a ſtrict and 
obſtinate Aſſerter of their groſſeſt Errors 
and Superſtitions. And is it not equally 

ſtrange 


(09 2) 
ſtrange and ſurpriſing, that the Court of 
Rome ſo noted for its Policy and Subtil- 
ties, hould be acceſſory to its own Loſs 
of Power, by not complying according 
to their eſtabliſh'd Maxims, with the 
Temper of a Prince whoſe Will was his 
Law, and that too in defence of a Puncti- 
lio, which might, one would think, have 
been eaſily got over by thoſe who pre- 
tend and have often (if Hiſtory is to be 
credited) beſtow'd Pardons and Indul- 
gencies, on Murderers, Adulterers, Poly- 
gamiſts, inceſtuous and other infamous 


Perſons, and indeed on every other known 
Rank and Order of Sinners ? 


As the Finger of God is conſpicuous 
in this whole Tranſaction, ſo neither 
ought we to overlook his gracious Good- 
neſs to this People, who could inſpire a 
young Prince, in Oppoſition to the efta- 
bliſh'd Religion, and to the ſtrong Preju- 

dices 
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dices of Education, to compleat a Work, 
which was but imperfectly begun, and 
ſcarce ſketch'd out to him by his Royal 
Father, and who at the ſame time moſt 
wonderfully diſpos d the Hearts of a long 
deluded and infatuated Nation, to embrace 
with uncommon Zeal and Alacrity, that 
happy Change in Religion, to which all 
the paſt and preſent Bleſſings we enjoy 
are juſtly to be aſcrib'd, and which is 
the Bulwark and Strength of that glo- 
rious Liberty, which is incompatible 
with the enſlaving and tyrannous Princi- 
ples of the Church of Rome. 


During the Space of this ſhort but ye- 
ry proſperous Reign, it pleasd God to 
confirm the Faith which was once deli- 
ver'd to the Saints, ſo immoveably in 
the Hearts of Numbers, as to furniſh 
Matter or even to glut the murdering 
| Spirit of a bigotted and bloody-minded 

; Queen 


( 
Queen, who not aſham'd to violate in 
the moſt flagrant Manner the Promiſes 
and repeated Aſſurances ſhe gave to her 
Subjects in general upon her Acceſſion to 
the Throne, gave an early and moſt ter- 
rible Proof of her Truth and Sincerity, 
(encourag d to it doubtleſs by that per- 
nicious, and diabolical Doctrine, which 
teaches that no Faith is to be kept with 
Hereticks) by ſacrificing thoſe very Men 
who had been moſt zealous in and acceſ- 
ſory to her Elevation; the barbarous 
Executions which were every Day almoſt 
practis d, and the Fires which ſo fre- 
quently burnt Hereticks (as they were 
pleas d to call that noble Army of Mar- 
tyrs, who ſuffer'd for the Sake of Chriſt 
and his Goſpel) in Smithfield, and other 
Places of the great Metropolis of this 
Land, and at which this Original of 
Cruelty would ſometimes aſſiſt with dry 


Eyes and an unmov'd Countcnance, in- 
D ſtead 


( 18 ) 
ftead of quenching, ſerv'd only to enflame 
the Zeal of others, and prepar'd the Sur- 
vivors, the Remnant that eſcaped of the 
Houſe of Judah to take Root again down- 
ward, and to bear Fruit upward, in 
the ſucceeding and moſt glorious Reign, 
What, but the immediate Power and Pro- 
tection of God could preſerve our im- 
mortal Elisabeth from the Savageneſs 
and Cruelty of two of the greateſt Mon- 
ſters of Barbarity that ever burthen'd the 
Farth at one time; Mary, of ever in- 
famous and tremendous Memory, and her 
no leſs bigotted Conſort; when they 
could not but conclude, that all their 
Butcheries and Cruelty would be loſt and 


to no purpole, whenever ſhe ſhould 
mount the Throne ? 


What, but that Almighty Power, 
which governs Men and mortal Things, 


was ſufficient to continue her in it, when 
| ſcated 


( 19 ) 

ſeated on the Throne, in deſpite and de- 
fiance of the almoſt continual Machina- 
tions of her reſtleſs domeſtick Enemies, 
and her no leſs inyeterate and formidable 
ones abroad ? What, but an all-powerful 
Protector could baffle the Deſigns of her 
antient Enemy, who propos'd to dethrone 
her, and make Popery once more trium- 
phant in this Land by the Help of a nu- 
merous Fleet, which, with the Preſump- 
tion of another Senacher1s, he impiouſly 
named invincible ? But the Lord who 
works Wonders in the Deep, held him 
and his mighty Project in Deriſion; for at 
bis Command the ſtormy Winds aroſe, 
and lifted up the Waves thereof, made 
them reel to and fro and ſtagger like 
drunken Men, melted their Souls in them 
for Trouble, and at laſt wrecked Num- 
bers of them on thoſe very Shores they 
intended to inſult and invade. Nor was 
that pious Princeſs wanting in her Expret- 
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fiots of Gratitude and Thankfulneſs to 
her God for ſo fignal, fo miraculous a 
Deliverance ; for, without endeavouring 
to aſcribe any Share of it to her own 
Prudence or Conduct, ſhe caus'd a Medal 
to be ſtruck to perpetuate the Remem- 
brances of it, with this religious Latin 
Motto; which, being tranſlated, runs thũs: 
He blew with his Ii, mas, and wo Were 
ſcattered. 


We muſt not paſs over in filence and 
unobſerved another miraculous Delive- 
rance from that mighty Ruin,which was to 
have cut off our King, together with the 
Prime of the Nobility and Gentry of this 
Kingdom, by one ſudden unavoidable, 
and infernal Blaſt ; this horrid Conſpiracy 
was manag'd and carried on with ſuch 
wicked and inviolable Secrecy, that the 
Diſcovery preceded the Execution of it 
but ſome few Hours, and juſt Time e- 


nough 


E 
nough to ſeize the Wretch, when going 


to make the neceſſary Diſpoſitions to 
effect it. 


I will treſpaſs on your Patience with 
the Recital of only one Deliverance more, 
which tho' mention'd the laſt, ought yet 
to have the principal and foremoſt Place 
in our Remembrance; in which the 
Providence of God was as immedietely 
and intimately concern'd, as in any of the 
preceding ones ; you will eafily gueſs 
by this Introduction, that I have no leſs 
an Object in view than that glorious 


Revolution, which was brought about 


by the great Reſtorer of our Liberties, 
the immortal King William; 'twere need- 
leſs indeed to inſiſt much on the Miſeries 
which were remov'd by the Conduct and 
Valour of this magnanimous Prince, and 
which had overwhelm'd theſe Kingdoms 


during the ſhort and oppreſſive Reign of 


an 


6 
an arbitrary and Popiſh Governor, whoſe vi- 


olent and precipitate Meaſures haſtned his 


own Ruin, anddeſtroy'd the fatal Scheme, 
he was ſo ſolicitous to compleat ; fince 
this Event, which will always ſhine with 


ſuperior Luſtre amongſt the many bright 
ones recorded in our Annals, is yet fo 
recent as to be remember'd, and 1 doubt 
not with ſuitable Sentiments of Gratitude 
to God, and Pleaſure to themſelves, by 


the more ancient Part of this Audience. 
The Bleſlings, which have been the Con- 


{equence of this happy Change in our 
Conſtitution need not for the ſame Rea- 
ſon to be much enlarged upon, ſince 
there is no Proteſtant, who pays any the 
leaſt Regard to his Religion and Liber- 
ties that can be inſenſible how fully he 
has enjoyed both ſince that memorable 
Period, under the Government of our il- 
luſtrious Deliverer, a pious and a great 


Queen, and two of the ableſt as well as 
mildeſt 


1 
mildeſt Princes that ever filled the Brj- 
tiſþ Throne. 


Theſe are the Reaſons, my Beloved ; 
theſe are the Encouragements I have to 


lay before you, to engage you to hope, 


that God, who has often ſtood in the Gap, 
when Ruin and Deſolation were preſſing 
forward with haſty Steps to overthrow 
our Religion and Liberties, will graciouſ- 
ly exert his Power and Protection once 
more in our Favour at this dangerous 
Criſis, provided we be not deficient and 
wanting to our ſelves; for you widely 
miſtake my Intentions, if you ſuppoſe J 
mean to perſuade you to leave the Re- 
moval of the preſent Dangers and Diffi- 
culties which ſurround us to God alone, 
who, tho almightily ſufficient to perform 
our Deliverance by himſelf, cannot with 
any Reaſon or Probability be expected to 
be at the Expence of a Miracle to fave 


us, 
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us, whilſt we are remiſs and careleſs about 
ourſelves. We ought, we are unpardona- 
bly defecti ve, if we neglect to have recourſe 
to every proper Meaſure of Seli-preſer. 
vation and Defence, which the preſent 
tottering Situation of our Affairs requires; 
ſince we may be well aſſured, that the 
Methods which are made uſe of and en- 
ter d into for the juſt Support of every 
thing that is dear and valuable to Free- 
men and Chriſtians, cannot fail of mect- 
ing with God's Approbation, and be ſe- 
conded with his Bleſſings. The bleſſed 
and gracious Effects of his merciful Inten- 
tions, we may humbly preſume, are al- 
ready abundantly ſhed amongſt us; ſince 
doubtleſs that Unanimity and brotherly 
Affection which reigns indiſeriminately a- 
mongſt all, who juſtly glory and value 
themſelves upon being Proteſtants, car 
be aſcribed to no other Cauſe. Ant 


{ſurely it behoyes and becomes us all to 
| be 


( 20 

be thus unanimous and united in our Op- 
poſition to the Deſigns of a Perſon, who, 
whatever Maſk he may affect to put on, 
cannot from the Sentiments of Religion 
he has ſuck'd in with his Milk, inflam'd 
by the Inſt ructions and Subtleties of Je- 
ſuitical Craft and Artifice, but be full 
fraught with Malice and Reſentment a- 
gainſt thoſe accurſed Hereticks, who have 
ſo long {as he has been made to believe) 
depriv'd him of his natural Right. A 
Right, which has no Foundation in the 
Original of Societies and Governments, 
and which has ſeldom been adopted by 
any but arbitrary and tyrannous Princes! 
Should he ſucceed in his wicked Purpoſe 
(which may God for ever baffle and de- 
feat,) what Slaughter, what Plunderings 
and Devaſtations, what Confiſcations and 
Impriſonments, muſt neceſſarily enſue? 
How ſmall a Value then muſt thoſe mit- 

E taken 
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taken and apoſtate Proteſtants have for 
their Religion; how little acquainted 
with the barbarous and bloody Spirit and 
Principles of the Church of Rome, who 
raſhly eſpouſe the Intereſts of an Ad ven- 
turer; who, if he prevails, muſt bring 
Preſent Ruin to our Religion and Liber- 
ties, and entail Slavery and implicit Faith 
on our unhappy Poſterity ? 


But fear not, nor bediſmay'd, O F2uſe 
of Iſrael, our great Deliverer is at hand; 
he will not tarry, but will inſtantly 
reſcue us out of the Power of this Diſtur- 
ber of our Peace, and that of his ravenous 
and deſperate Aſſociates, ſeeing they 
have had the Preſumption to defy rhe 
Armies of ih: living God. And in or— 
der to advance this long'd for, this de- 
firable Event, let us, my Beloved, do 
our Parts to contribute to it by a ſea— 


ſonable 
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ſonable and ſpeedy Reformation of our 
Lives and Manners, for this is the eſſen- 
tial, the one Thing abſolutely needful : 
This is what muſt entitle” us to God's 
Fa vour and Protection, and muſt attone 
for that long, long Series of abus'd Proſ- 
perity ; this neceſſary Step has been of- 
ten pointed out to us of late by the Wiſe 
dom and Piety of the Legiſlature, tho 
it is. ſtill to be apprehended that a great 
Part of this important Task remains, to 
our Shame and Reproach, very imper- 
ſe& and unfiniſh'd, National Crimes, 
'tis certain, ſtand in need of National Re- 


pentance, or they cannot fail of being 


conducive to National Miſeries and Cor- 
rection. 


Let us, my Beloved in Chriſt, evi- 
dence the Sincerity of our Reſol ves by 
an unfeigned Repentance, whercby we 


E 2 may 
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may hope to appeaſe an angry God, and 
divert the impending Blow, and fo tranſ- 
mit the invaluable Bleſſings we enjoy, 
under the juſt and mild Government off 


a Proteſtant Prince, to our lateſt Poſte- 
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